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Courts, Admiralty and Law Merchant, by Mr. T. E. Scrutton; the His- 
tory of the Canon Law in England, by the late Bishop Stubbs; the 
Development of the Law Merchant, by Mr. W. S. Holdsworth; a Com- 
parison of the History of Legal Development at Rome and in England, 
by Mr. Bryce. Part in., on the American colonial period, contains : Eng- 
lish Common Law in the Early American Colonies, by Professor 
Reinsch; the Extension of English Statutes to the Plantations, by Pro- 
fessor Sioussat; the Influence of Colonial Conditions, as Illustrated in 
the Connecticut Intestacy Law, by Professor Andrews. In part iv. are 
essays by Mr. R. Robinson, Mr. Dillon, Lord Bowen, Professor Beale 
and Mr. Bryce on the expansion and reform of the law in the nineteenth 
century. The bench and bar from Norman times to the nineteenth 
century forms the subject of part v., which contains essays by Mr. John 
M. Zane and Mr. Van Vechten Veeder. Included too is a letter by 
Chancellor Kent describing an American law student of a hundred 
years ago. Mr. Zane's interesting Five Ages of the Bench and Bar 
of England has — with the exception of a small portion — never before 
been published, and is a valuable contribution. 

This collection of essays will be of great assistance in spreading a 
knowledge of Anglo-American legal development among the students 
of law and of history. Its publication should also create a deeper and 
wider interest in the scientific study of the great treasures of original 
sources that still await examination by loving, painstaking and trained 
hands. Harold D. Hazeltine. 

Vida y Escritos del Dr. Jose Rizal. Por W. E. Retana. (Madrid : 
Libreria General de V. Suarez. 1907. Pp. xvi, 511.) 
During 1905 and 1906 Seiior Retana published. in numbers of the 
monthly review of Madrid, Nuestro Tiempo, notes on the life of Jose 
Rizal, the Filipinos' martyr and political saint, and the greatest man the 
Malay race has yet given to the world at large. The notes and docu- 
ments accumulated by Retana's own diligent industry are now supple- 
mented by corrections and additional data and documents elicited by the 
articles in the periodical, especially from various Filipino associates of 
Rizal, and the whole is brought together in a substantial quarto volume. 
Wonderful to relate, here is one Spanish work in history and politics 
which has an alphabetical index — a very satisfactory one, too, for names, 
though not for topics. It is dedicated to Ferdinand Blumentritt, has a 
prologue by a Spaniard who was for a time a college-mate of Rizal and 
who wastes considerable rhetoric to say little, and an epilogue by Miguel 
de Unamuno, whose analysis of Rizal is both shrewder and juster than 
that offered in fragments by Retana in the body of the work. A rather 
oddly-made bibliography of Rizaliana is also appended, and there are 
sixteen half-tone plates, reproducing various photographs of Rizal, some 
of his modellings in clay, his skull (exhumed in 1898), mortuary urn, 
etc. The rights have been reserved by registration in the United States. 
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This is altogether the best piece of work Senor Retana has done as 
an editor and compiler on Philippine subjects, and is also, by virtue of 
its subject and of the array of documents he has brought together, the 
most important work he has done. The fact that he has turned right- 
about-face and repudiated all his political writings on the Philippines 
up to and including 1898, does not prevent his old defect of diffuseness 
as a commentator and his Spanish fondness for superfluous rhetoric 
from showing in this work, swelling its bulk with much data, purely 
petty, or superfluities of foot-note preachings. But the new, emanci- 
pated Retana no longer distorts or hides essential facts in Philippine 
politics and society under Spain, because of being under the necessity 
of aiding the friars' cause. He now shows us things as they were, and 
his own change of attitude since Spain has lost the Philippines is in 
itself a most striking commentary on the blighting influence of the old 
regime. Here a word of caution is in place : Before 1898, Retana's pen 
was guided in accordance with the necessities of the editorship of an 
organ maintained to support the friars' policy in the Philippines; now, 
he looks for patronage of his Philippine writings mainly to the Filipinos 
themselves; and, though he is apparently sincere in his new attitude 
as a Spanish Liberal, one needs to be on his guard against undue exag- 
gerations in the other direction, for this author is essentially a partizan. 

This work is absolutely indispensable for one who would study the 
Philippine reform propaganda from about 1880 to 1896. It is so val- 
uable, in spite of the faults above indicated, simply because of its rich- 
ness of documentation. Various writings of Rizal scarcely available 
elsewhere are reproduced in part or in whole. Extracts from his diary 
and clinical notes as a student in Madrid (most interesting documents, 
now in the collection of Mr. Edward E. Ayer, of Chicago) are among 
the new data and documents which are unique in their biographical 
value, revealing the character of this remarkable Malay. Other docu- 
ments and data bring forth for the first time facts as to Rizal's life in 
exile in Mindanao and as to his trial in December, 1896, that have 
hitherto been known to only a few. The statutes of the Liga Filipina 
(1892) is a document of prime importance for Spanish-Philippine polit- 
ical history. 

Rizal is, to almost all Americans, a semi-mythical character. Those 
who have been in contact with his people at home are inclined to think 
him a patriot who owes his fame to Spain's making him a martyr, and 
whose real talents and character have in consequence been overrated 
and magnified. The very few Americans who have read his political 
novels Noli me Tangere and El Filibusterismo in their full Spanish texts, 
not merely the garbled English versions of the first novel that have 
circulated in the United States, are aware that here was a very great 
Filipino, and a great man indeed. But the more one comes to know of 
the intimate details of his life, the greater he grows before one, not so 
much in ability, in promise of achievement, as in character. It is a 
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great pity that, after nearly ten years of American occupation of the 
Philippines, there are not available to American readers good English 
texts of both the above novels and a good biography of Rizal. We have 
not yet in our language even a sketch of his life that approaches 
adequacy. 

James A. LeRoy. 
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The Transactions of the Royal Historical Society (London, Offices 
of the Society, pp. vii, 320) for 1906^1907, form the first volume of the 
third series, fitly begun in the year that found the society newly installed 
in its commodious quarters in the quiet precincts of South Square, Gray's 
Inn. In addition to the presidential address by the Rev. Dr. William 
Hunt, the volume contains eight papers. Sir Henry H. Howorth's long 
monograph on " The Rise of Caius Julius Caesar, with an Account of 
His Early Friends, Enemies and Rivals " comes down to the opening of 
Caesar's political career and is for the most part a very full and vivid 
relation of the various influences that must have shaped his early polit- 
ical opinions and ambitions. The author's learning is lightly handled 
nor has he hesitated to illuminate his narrative with many historical 
parallels. Following this paper are the remarks of Mr. J. Foster Palmer 
on the subject of political assassination, in which he argues that "nearly 
all political murders defeat their own ends ". In Mr. G. J. Turner's 
article on " The Minority of Henry III.", of which the first part was 
read three years ago, the author discusses the authorities for the period 
and the state of political parties, and presents a mass of detailed infor- 
mation, drawn from the rolls of letters patent and close, relative to the 
surrender of castles by the barons. The paper is of much value not only 
on account of the results obtained, but as an illustration of the way in 
which records may be used to correct and supplement the less trust- 
worthy statements of chroniclers. Under the title " Some Early Spanish 
Historians ", Mr. James Fitzmaurice-Kelly treats very briefly of Bishop 
Lucas's Chronicon and the Historia Gothica of Archbishop Jimenez de 
Rada, and, at greater length, of Alfonso the Learned's Cronica General 
and of Menendez Pidal's recent edition of the last-named work. An 
able survey of " The Commercial Relations of England and Portugal, 
1487-1807", by Miss A. B. Wallis Chapman, based on extensive re- 
searches in the Board of Trade Comm. MSS„ the State Papers, Foreign 
and Domestic, and British Museum MSS., forms a sequel to Miss V. 
Shillington's paper on "The Beginnings of the Anglo-Portuguese Al- 
liance " printed in the preceding volume of Transactions. Among the 
subjects treated are the organization, privileges and activities of the 
English traders resident in Portugal, the development of the power of 
the English consuls there and the Brazilian trade, which after the 



